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work on this and all the bills that originate in 
her Subcommittee and thank her and the 
Committee staff for their cooperation and as-
sistance in shepherding this vital legislation to 
the floor. 

I ask my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to strongly support this bipartisan bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, first of all, I want to thank the gen-
tlewoman from Texas for her leader-
ship in this very important issue. 

Once again, I want to urge all of my 
colleagues to support this strong, bi-
partisan piece of legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CAR-
TER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 710. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

THE FIGHTING HUNGER 
INCENTIVE ACT 

(Mr. YOUNG of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak on behalf of H.R. 
644, which promotes charitable giving. 
Think about this: one in eight Iowans 
struggle to find food, and one in five 
Iowa children don’t have enough to eat. 
Iowa and our country face a very real 
challenge here that we cannot ignore. 

Mr. Speaker, this week, we will be 
considering H.R. 644, the Fighting Hun-
ger Incentive Act. H.R. 644 is good for 
families who give, and it is good for the 
families they serve. It is a common-
sense solution that all my colleagues 
should support. 

This bill would permanently update 
the Tax Code to provide for enhanced 
deductions for food inventory dona-
tions. We have great food banks across 
the Hawkeye State, but they are al-
ways in need of food inventory. 

Let’s pass H.R. 644. It makes giving 
less expensive, and it makes more busi-
nesses and families eligible for the 
credit so that we can empower those 
who can make a difference. 

f 

DIPLOMATIC PROTOCOLS 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the 
planned upcoming speech before Con-
gress by Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has been mishandled 
from the start. It is being brought for-
ward in a manner that is in total con-
travention of important diplomatic 
protocols that exist to support Amer-
ica’s strategic interests and, frankly, 
Israel’s. 

Mr. Speaker, this speech was agreed 
to unilaterally by the Republican 
Speaker of this House. He provided no 
courtesy nor prior notification to the 
executive branch, as is the standard 
course of protocol with foreign leaders. 

This is a fundamental violation of 
our national unity on foreign policy. 
Our Constitution assigns the office of 
the President the right and responsi-
bility to negotiate with foreign govern-
ments. 

To circumvent this imperative and to 
invite a sitting head of state with no 
notification to the executive branch 
does harm to our national interests 
and our standing throughout the world. 

At this time, while our executive 
branch is pursuing sensitive and prom-
ising nuclear negotiations with Iran, 
why would our Speaker behave so cava-
lierly? Shouldn’t our Nation’s execu-
tive and legislative branches be unified 
in matters of foreign policy with such 
grave ramifications beyond our shores? 

As this pending visit comes 2 weeks 
before the Israeli elections, it appears 
that our Congress will be used as a 
campaign backstop and backdrop for 
Israeli election politics. How unfortu-
nate and how wantonly crass and in-
sulting to this Congress and the Con-
stitution we are all sworn to uphold. 

f 

‘‘ALLEGIANCE’’ 

(Mr. TAKAI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKAI. Aloha, Mr. Speaker. As a 
fourth-generation Japanese American, 
it is with special pride today that I an-
nounce a historic moment, the first 
time a play about the World War II in-
ternment of Japanese Americans has 
made it to Broadway. 

Music and lyrics are by Jay Kuo, 
with a book by Marc Acito. The musi-
cal is called ‘‘Allegiance,’’ and actor 
George Takei and all of the artists, 
producers, and supporters of ‘‘Alle-
giance’’ deserve congratulations. They 
are getting this still little-known story 
about the internment of Japanese 
Americans told in a high profile and 
exciting way. 

‘‘Allegiance’’ is inspired by Mr. 
Takei’s experiences when he and his 
family were interned during World War 
II. The play is a tribute to his parents, 
as well as the more than 110,000 other 
people of Japanese ancestry who were 
subjected to forced relocation and in-
carceration. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone to see 
and support ‘‘Allegiance.’’ This produc-
tion will raise awareness of injustices 
of that time, and it is a reminder of 
how much work remains to ensure 
equal rights and treatment for all. 

f 

UKRAINE 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge the President to send de-
fensive weapons to the beleaguered 
people of Ukraine. I just came back 
from a meeting in Europe with the 
President of Ukraine, Mr. Poroshenko, 
who pleaded with us that he needs help. 
The world cannot stand idly by and 
allow Putin Russian aggression to con-
tinue without giving the Ukrainians a 
chance to defend themselves. 

I know that there are meetings and 
negotiations going on this week in 
Minsk, and I know that the leaders of 
France and Germany want to see if 
they can again put together some kind 
of an agreement before any weapons 
are given, but there was a Minsk agree-
ment several months ago only to be 
broken by Mr. Putin, and the Ukrain-
ians need help now. 

As Mr. Poroshenko said when he ad-
dressed the joint session of Congress: 

Thank you for the blankets, but 
blankets don’t allow us to defend our-
selves. 

The Ukrainians are asking for anti-
tank weapons, armored Humvees, 
longer-range counterartillery radars, 
drones, and additional advanced radios. 
We just would give them the ability to 
defend themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, it doesn’t involve U.S. 
military. It doesn’t involve U.S. troops. 
How much longer can we watch the be-
leaguered people of Ukraine in siege? 
The United States should take moves 
and should take moves now. Send 
Ukraine these defensive weapons. 

f 

b 1930 

VACCINES SAVE LIVES 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
just yesterday I joined my public 
school system, my director of the city 
health department, and a number of 
health professionals to again remind 
parents and others around the Nation, 
and really to remind now, as I speak, 
my colleagues, vaccines save; and to be 
able to emphasize in the backdrop of 
this outbreak of measles, starting first 
with 7 States and 114 cases coming out 
of the case in Disney, and then now 17 
States with 121 cases, to recognize the 
importance of research and responding 
to infectious disease. 

We understand measles. We under-
stand the science of it. We know that 
we can protect people against it. We 
know when they should get a booster 
and what age a child should begin their 
first shots, certainly after 1 year old. 
We understand that an 8-month-old is 
in jeopardy if he or she is exposed, as is 
someone with low immunity. We also 
know that the measles vaccine has 
worked, and it has been effective. 

I want to thank the Centers for Dis-
ease Control. In a conference call, they 
indicated that they are going to make 
new efforts to work with various 
health facilities and health entities 
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across the Nation to establish proto-
cols to talk to parents about vaccines. 
We can save lives, and we must do so 
together. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
COMMITTEE TO ATTEND THE FU-
NERAL OF THE LATE HONOR-
ABLE ALAN NUNNELEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROUZER). Pursuant to the order of the 
House of January 6, 2015, the Speaker 
on February 9, 2015, appointed the fol-
lowing Members of the House to the 
committee to attend the funeral of the 
late Honorable ALAN NUNNELEE: 

The gentleman from Mississippi, Mr. 
THOMPSON 

The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. BOEH-
NER 

The members of the Mississippi dele-
gation: 

Mr. HARPER 
Mr. PALAZZO 
Other Members in attendance: 
Mr. MCCARTHY, California 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS 
Mr. ADERHOLT 
Mr. NEUGEBAUER 
Mr. CONAWAY 
Mr. MCHENRY 
Mr. FLEMING 
Mr. THOMPSON, Pennsylvania 
Mr. WALBERG 
Mr. BENISHEK 
Mrs. BLACK 
Mr. DENHAM 
Mr. FLORES 
Mr. HULTGREN 
Mr. MCKINLEY 
Mr. WOMACK 
Mr. HUDSON 
Mr. MESSER 
Mrs. RADEWAGEN 

f 

FUNDING ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 
‘‘Alzheimer’s,’’ a word that brings fear 
and trauma to families all across 
America and, indeed, around the world. 
Tonight we are going to spend our time 
talking about this dreaded disease for 
which there is no known cure and 
which always ends in death. 

I would like now to turn to my col-
league, this being a bipartisan Special 
Order hour, unusual to be sure, but ab-
solutely appropriate given the fact 
that this illness affects virtually every 
American family. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE). 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from California 
(Mr. GARAMENDI) for organizing this 
Special Order for 1 hour to talk about 
the blight that we face here in Amer-
ica, and I am sure in many other coun-
tries around the world, known as Alz-
heimer’s. I note the flyer that the gen-
tleman sent around, a beautiful picture 

of him and his wife, Patti Garamendi, 
and some other family members, one of 
whom I am sure has had this difficulty 
themselves. So again, from the bottom 
of my heart and my constituents, I 
thank you for taking the time to orga-
nize this Special Order. 

Alzheimer’s robs an individual of a 
most valued possession—their memory. 
But we will not forget the them. I have 
met with many families across the 
Sixth District of Virginia who have 
been impacted by Alzheimer’s, and it 
has been my honor to represent them 
by being a member of the bipartisan 
Congressional Alzheimer’s Task Force. 

Tonight I would like to take a mo-
ment to thank the men and women 
who care for those suffering from Alz-
heimer’s—the spouses, children, grand-
children, friends, doctors, and nurses 
who assure them who they are, where 
they are, and affirm for them their dig-
nity as an individual. Though their 
memories and clarity may fade, who 
they are is not truly gone. And we will 
not forget those suffering from Alz-
heimer’s. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to promote bipartisan poli-
cies that will benefit the fight against 
this dreaded disease of Alzheimer’s. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding 
me this time to participate. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. I thank the gen-
tleman from Virginia for joining us and 
for his commitment to this very seri-
ous issue. There are approximately 5.1 
million Americans who have Alz-
heimer’s today, and it is expected to 
substantially grow. As the baby 
boomers come into their latter years, 
we would expect to see as many as 13 
million Americans with this disease in 
the years ahead. It will be an incredible 
challenge for this Nation. 

I now yield to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) for him to join 
us and share his thoughts on this issue. 

Mr. HIGGINS. I thank the gentleman 
from California for bringing this issue 
to the House floor, underscoring the 
urgency of investing, through the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, proper 
funding to find a cause and, thus, a 
cure for Alzheimer’s. As the gentleman 
said, 5 million Americans are living 
with Alzheimer’s. It is the sixth lead-
ing cause of death in the United States. 
Death from Alzheimer’s increased 68 
percent between the years 2000 and 
2010, while deaths from other major 
diseases decreased. 

The cost to the United States is over 
$200 billion a year. Without a break-
through, treatment will cost $1 trillion 
a year by the year 2050. We are still 
seeking an adequate level of funding. 
For every $100 that the National Insti-
tutes of Health spends on Alzheimer’s 
research, Medicare and Medicaid spend 
$26,000 caring for those who have the 
disease. 

In Congress we have two pieces of 
legislation: the Alzheimer’s Account-
ability Act, which would ensure that 
Federal priorities and goals for Alz-
heimer’s research actually reflect what 

scientists believe is needed; and the 
HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act, which 
would provide Medicare coverage for 
the clinical diagnosis of Alzheimer’s 
disease and for care planning of newly 
diagnosed Americans. 

But all of this, as the gentleman 
from California pointed out, becomes 
localized and becomes very personal. 
The origins of Alzheimer’s are un-
known, but the end is absolutely cer-
tain. It ends in losing your cognitive 
ability, your dignity, and, ultimately, 
your life. 

In western New York, we have ap-
proximately 130,000 people who are im-
pacted by Alzheimer’s: 32,000 people 
who are afflicted, and 96,000 who love 
and provide care for the afflicted. That 
number is expected to triple by 2015. 

The Alzheimer’s Association of West-
ern New York works year-round to 
highlight the effect of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and to help people and caregivers 
touched by this disease. 

One of the people who was touched by 
this disease is Nancy Swiston, a con-
stituent who lost her mom, Grace 
Swiston, who bravely fought the dis-
ease for 10 long years. Today, Nancy 
volunteers with the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation of Western New York to be a 
voice for those suffering from the dis-
ease and the families who care for 
those with Alzheimer’s. Nancy’s story 
is one of too many families across the 
Nation we share, but we commit to 
fighting with her to raise awareness in 
funding for a cure that we will all em-
brace one day. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia again for committing us to this 
important issue. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. HIGGINS, 
thank you for sharing your thoughts 
on this dreaded disease for which there 
is no known cure and there is no way 
to diagnose it until it is present. You 
cannot get ahead of this illness, but 
there are ways we can make progress. 
You pointed out what has happened 
over the last decade with extraordinary 
research efforts, and this chart really 
lays it out there as to where we are. 

For breast cancer, we have seen a de-
cline of 2 percent in breast cancer 
deaths; prostate cancer, an 8 percent 
decline; heart disease, a 16 percent de-
cline; stroke, 23 percent decline; and 
then one of the great victories, HIV/ 
AIDS, a 42 percent decline in the num-
ber of deaths. This is the result of re-
search, an extraordinary amount of re-
search going on, not only in the United 
States but around the world, resulting 
in significant drops in the death rates 
for those diseases. 

On the other hand, Alzheimer’s, 
where we have just over $500 million of 
research, we have seen a 68 percent in-
crease in the death rates. This is the 
story of Alzheimer’s. This is the chal-
lenge that we face. This is the chal-
lenge that every American family faces 
and our communities. We will talk 
more about this a little later. 

The cochair of the Alzheimer’s Task 
Force here in the Congress of the 
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